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The next edition of The Remarker is scheduled to 

go out July 1st.  Articles for that issue will be due no 

later than Monday, August 4th.  As a reminder The 

Remarker will still be published quarterly.  It will go 

out January, April, July, and October.  Please submit 

articles (preferable in Word format) via email to 

fumcprinceton@gmail.com or you may bring 

information to the church office.   

100 Center Street/PO Box 304 

Princeton, WV 24740 

(304)425-2283 

fumcprinceton@gmail.com 

princetonfumc.org 

Sunday School – 9:30 AM 

Sunday Worship – 10:50 AM 

 

Home Again—and Full of Hope! 

After several years away studying in Kentucky, 
it feels so good to be back in the heart of 
Princeton. I recently completed my Master of 
Divinity at Asbury Theological Seminary, and 
now I find myself stepping into this new season 
with excitement, vision, and a deep sense of 
gratitude. Returning home to serve the 
community that first planted seeds of faith in 
my heart is a dream come true. 

There’s something special about Princeton—the 
people, the stories, the way faith is passed 
down generation to generation. And now, I 
have the incredible joy of walking alongside our 
kids and teens as they grow in faith, ask big 
questions, and discover what it means to follow 
Jesus in today’s world. 

Our children’s and youth ministries are more 
than programs—they're spaces of belonging, 
laughter, learning, and transformation. I’m 
looking forward to building ministries that are 
fun, faith-filled, and firmly rooted in God’s 
Word. From Vacation Bible School and Sunday 
School to movie nights, service projects, and 
meaningful conversations over pizza—there’s 
so much ahead! 

I can’t wait to get to know each family, partner 
with parents and volunteers, and invest in the 
spiritual lives of the next generation. The 
heartbeat of this ministry is simple: love God, 
love others, and grow together. 

It’s an honor to be here. Let’s build something 
beautiful together. 

Kalin Folden 
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Our Mission and Vision 
 

An oft partially-quoted Bible verse among church leadership is Proverbs 29:18a which 
states in the KJV, “Where there is no vision, the people perish . . .”  The second part of the 
verse, which is almost always neglected is “But he that keepeth the law, happy is he.”  A really 
good modern translation of this verse comes from the NLT (New Living Translation) where it 
says, “When people do not accept divine guidance, they run wild, but whoever obeys the law 
is joyful.”   
 What I like about the NLT translation is that it gets at the true meaning of the passage 
in a way that the KJV no longer does.  I’m sure the KJV rendering of this verse was a good 
translation four hundred years ago when it was originally written.  However, what English 
words meant in 1611 England do not always carry the same meaning in 2025 America, hence 
the need for updated translations.  Where the KJV has “vision”, the original Hebrew is clearly 
alluding to something that comes from the divine.  This is not a vision that we cast, but one 
that we receive from God.  It’s not something that we come up with and develop on our 
own, but something that is given to us from God.  That’s why I love the NLT way of 
translating the verse, saying, “When people do not accept divine guidance, they run 
wild.”  The vision spoken of in the verse is of the divine guidance that God gives if only we 
will receive it.  And if we do not receive it, we tend to run wild and do our own thing all to our 
own demise. 

But how does God reveal to us his vision (a.k.a. divine guidance”)?  The answer is 
found in the second part of the verse—by keeping the law.  The law of God reveals the vision 
of God.  God’s law reveals God’s character.  When we follow God’s law, we reflect the 
character of God and truly show ourselves to be made in God’s image.  If we want to hear 
from God and know God and receive from God, we must know his word and keep it.  The best 
part is that those who keep God’s law find themselves to be happy, for they are living in the 
center of God’s will and presence, being who God intended for them to be.  Where can one 
find greater happiness and peace? 
 The vision I have for our church is for us to know God’s peace.  We must know this 
peace in relation to God, in relation to ourselves, in relation to others, and in relation to all 
creation.  I envision what it would be like if we were able to fully live into this as individuals 
and as a church body.  It would be utterly transformational.  But it would not come easy.  It 
requires us to be fully submissive to God, to live according to God’s ways and not our own.  It 
requires taking up our cross and following Jesus, embracing his suffering for ourselves.  In 
God’s economy, where the first shall be last and the last shall be first, we only experience the 
peace of God once we have learned to suffer with God. 

I find the experiencing of God’s peace to be the overarching narrative to which all of 
scripture, from Genesis to Revelation, is pointing us.  God’s peace enables us to carry out 
both the Great Commission (Matthew 28:16-20) and the Great Commandment (Matthew 
22:37-40), two passages that are often at the heart of church mission and vision 
statements.  As I said above, God’s peace doesn’t come to us without conflict.  But God’s 
peace will bring within us an inner peace that assures us that we have been made whole in 
Christ no matter what suffering may come our way. 
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 I still haven’t figured out how to verbalize all of this in catchy mission statements and 
vision statements that can be put on banners, posters, bumper stickers, and whatnot for 
the local church to rally around.  Perhaps I never will.  But what I have figured out is that 
God has come to us in the Prince of Peace that the peace we had at creation and was 
compromised by the Fall may be restored in us now and forevermore.  God’s desire is for 
all creation to know his peace.  I pray that we as individuals and as a church will know the 
wholeness that God intends for us all to know through peace with God, peace with 
ourselves, peace with others, and peace with all God’s creation.  “Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those one whom his favor rests” (Luke 2:14). 
 
Shalom, 
Pastor Michael Rexroad 
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Church family at First United Methodist Church, 

I personally want to thank you for the opportunity to lead and mentor the young people of this church for the past 

8 years. It has been an incredible journey, and I plan on taking the lessons I have learned with me.  You trusted me 

to build a youth program and to continue the amazing reputation of the Upward Sports ministry and I will forever 

be grateful for that. 

I also want to thank you for being such a wonderful support system to our family. From day one, you took us in and 

made us feel like this was home. I want to thank you for all the love, support and prayers that our family has 

received. You lifted us up in the scariest of times and helped us celebrate the many joys and milestones we have 

experienced here as well.  

FUMC will always hold a special place in our hearts. We love every one of you. We also look forward to what God 

has planned for the future of FUMC and how we can continue to ministry to this community together.  

In Christ’s Love 

Brandon, BJ, Milo & Ezra Roland 
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This summer, we’re heading to Camp Firelight: A 
Summer Camp Adventure with God! Based on 
Psalm 56:3 — “Whenever I’m afraid, I put my trust in 
You” — this unforgettable four-day experience is 
designed just for kids Pre-K through 5th grade who 
are ready to grow in faith, friendship, and fun! 

From July 27–30, your child will join other young 
campers for an exciting journey through Bible stories, 
worship, games, crafts, music, and more—all in a 
camp-themed setting that brings the outdoors in and 
God’s Word alive. Each day, kids will explore how to 
face their fears, trust God no matter what, and discover 
that they are never alone—because God is our Light, 
our Guide, and our Protector. 

Whether it’s singing around a pretend campfire, racing 
through a faith-filled obstacle course, or creating crafts 
that connect to Scripture, Camp Firelight is more than 
just Vacation Bible School—it’s an adventure where 
kids will make memories, grow in courage, and 
experience the love of Jesus in every moment. 

So grab your gear, invite your friends, and get ready to 
blaze a trail of trust this summer. We can’t wait to 
welcome your camper to Camp Firelight, where faith 
shines bright—even when the path gets dark! Register 
now at https://forms.gle/3iXPYXo2HDMhsMBL8. 
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Correction 

July 2, Pool Party, Splish Splash, come 

take a dive with us! 7 PM- 9 PM, 

Boulder Park Pool. 
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BEST OF THE BEST…LIBRARY DEN 

      (1-18 year olds-2nd floor-main building) 
. 

 

 
 

 

2024 American Legacy Book Awards in children's nonfiction 

This remarkable story shows what can happen when we choose to be kind. Share the 

inspirational message that we can all make a difference--no matter how big or small we are 

and no matter how big or small the task. This heartwarming tale about poverty, 

homelessness, and the kind, gentle love of Jesus will inspire kids to be difference makers. 
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Date Worship Online Sunday 

School 
Date Worship Online Sunday School 

1.5.25 66 47 49     

1.12.25 98 37      

1.19.25 33 47 32     

1.26.25 103 27 53     

2.2.25 75 32 47     

2.9.25 84 35 48     

2.16.25        

2.23.25 80 38 47     

3.2-25 74 31 47     

3.9.25 76 37 48     

3.16.25 83 35 55     

3.22.25 90 38 48     

3.30.25 83 18 42     

4.6.25 84 29 42     

4.13.25 113 25 55     

4.20.25 190 29 24     

4.27.25 63 29 41     

5.4.25 79 29 48     

5.11.25 106 21 46     

5.18.25 99 20 51     

5.25.25 74 24 39     

6.1.25 101 28 53     

6.8.25 72 29 44     

6.15.25 82 23 41     

6.22.25 45 19 41     

6.29.25 86 26 41     

 

 

 

  



14 

 

Community Emergency Assistance Fund (CEAF) 

2025 

Month Totals 

by 

Month 

Princeton/ 

Athens 

Peterstown 

Area 

Bluefield 

Area 

Montcalm 

Area 

Rock/ 

Freemon 

Area 

Lerona 

Area 

Falls Mills 

/Tazewell 

Area 

Oakevale 

Area 

JANUARY 6 3 2  1    

FEBRUARY 19 13 4 2     

March 15 7 7  1    

APRIL 25 15 9  1    

MAY  11 5 5    1  

JUNE 4 2 1  1    

 

 

Any offering placed in the stationary plates in the front of the 

sanctuary on Communion Sundays will specifically go towards 

CEAF (Community Emergency Assistance Fund) which is used to 

help those who come to us with shut-off notices on their utilities. 
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Your church library collection includes numerous 

cookbooks, some from years ago. Check each addition 

of the REMARKER for the "BACK THEN..." article to find 

some amazing recipes from our church family. The 

recipes in this issue of BACK THEN are from "Favorite 

Recipes of Members and Friends of the Women's 

Society of Christian Service." (*Recipes as printed in booklet) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BACK THEN… 

Jello Pecan Salad Hazel Crotty 

Combine 1 pkg. lime Jello, 

1 cup boiling water. Cool. 

Add small pkg. cream cheese 

and ¾ cup milk. 

Add 1 cup crushed pineapple. 

1 cup chopped pecans, 

1 cup marshmallow chunks. 

Refrigerate to set. 

Pineapple Punch Mrs. B.T. Elmore 

One large can pineapple juice 

2 pts. lime sherbert 

2 qts. ginger ale 

Put 1 pt. sherbert in punch bowl.  

Pour in pineapple juice and mix thoroughly.  

Just before serving put ginger ale in the bowl, add 

sherbert last by the tablespoonful.  

Serves about 20. 

Green Salad Mae Dunn 

1 pkg. lime gelatin (family size)   1 can crushed pineapple drained 

2 cups hot water     1 - 8oz. pkg cream cheese 

16 marshmallows, cut up    ½ cup pecan, cut up 

½ pt. whipping cream 

Mix gelatin in hot water. Add marshmallows and dissolve. Cool. Add pineapple, cream 

cheese and pecans. Fold in whipped cream. Put in dish and chill. 
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Another school year is “in the books” for this ministry. Throughout the school year, weekend food 

bags for approximately 180 children were delivered to four Princeton area schools. (numbers 

periodically fluctuate due to children transferring in and out of schools).  

 

HUGE THANKS to:  

• God who provided strength, wisdom, and resources  

• The Mercer County Board of Education who supplemented our food supplies through most of 

the school year. 

• Our congregation who continued to provide financing and prayers 

• Our incredible FHC mission team who faithfully showed up to do a wide variety of tasks   

• Our school contacts who diligently partnered with us to make things work on their end of the 

process 

 

Please keep these children and their families in your prayers throughout the summer months. 
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Trustee Meetings   SPRC Meeting   NLDC Meeting 
All Meetings After Morning Worship  All Meetings Etta Belcher Room               All Meetings Etta Belcher Room 

      6:30 PM     6:30 PM 

July 13th    July 15th,     July 22nd 

October 12th    September 16th   September 9th  

     November 18th    November 11th  

 

Finance Meeting      Church Council 
All Meeting, Schell Hall,       All Meeting, Schell Hall 
 6 PM        6 PM 

August 4th       August 12th  

October 6th       October 14th 

December 8th       December 9th  
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In loving memory of Mary Helen Coulter, a gift was given to Memorial Fund by, 

The Coulter Family 

Jerry and Patty Flanagan 

Jerry and Patty Flanagan gave to: 

• Feeding Hungry Children In loving memory of Lani Hill-Poat,  

• Memorial Fund in Loving Memory of Carol Owen Meador. 

 
 

 

If someone is missing from the list(s), please 

accept our sincere apologies. We are happy to 

make the corrections in our next newsletter. 
Please inform the Church Office (304) 425-2283 of 

any error, addition, or change to be made. 
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CHILDRENS PAGE

 


